
 

 

THE SITUATION IN JERUSALEM 
 

“What is necessary now is to calm the situation…to show restraint and to work together.” 

- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Nov 2, 2014 

 
 
By now, you have probably heard news reports about tension and unrest in Jerusalem.   
 
Israel cherishes the freedom to protest, but it cannot tolerate terrorism, rage and rioters.  And so 
law enforcement officials have stepped up their protection for visitors to Israel, as well as Israeli 
families. 
 
Here is the current situation in Israel, and what it could mean for you. 
 
 

 Earlier this summer, Palestinians kidnapped and murdered three Israeli teen students, 
Naftali Fraenkel (16), Gilad Shaer (16), and Eyal Yifrah (19).   

 
 Also this summer, Hamas terrorists fired hundreds of rockets at Israeli families, which the 

Palestinian Ambassador to the United Nations Human Rights Council admitted were a 
“crime against humanity.”  Israel responded by targeting the Hamas terrorist rocket 

launchers, in precise defensive operations which the Palestinian Ambassador described as 
“perfectly legal.”   

 
 During Operation Protective Edge, Israel uncovered a large Palestinian plot to use terror 

tunnels to kidnap and murder more innocent Israeli families.  The tunnels were shut, and 
the terrorist plots were disrupted.   

 
 With the Palestinian terror tunnels closed down, and the Palestinian rioters kept in check 

by police, the terrorists tried other means to kill innocent civilians. On October 22, a 

Palestinian terrorist drove his car into a crowd of people next to the Jerusalem light rail 
train, injuring seven and killing two, including an American-Israeli three month-old baby. 

 
 In late October a Jewish man, who advocated praying in Jerusalem’s holiest site (the 

Temple Mount), was shot in the chest four times by a Palestinian terrorist. 
 

 Palestinian Arabs then began rioting in the streets and clashing with police.  The 
“moderate” Palestinian group Fatah then called for a “Day of Rage.”   

 



 

 

 (October 27) The Israeli government approved over 1000 new homes for building in 
Jerusalem.1 

 
● (October 30)  Due to security concerns, Israel closed the Temple Mount for one day-the 

first time since the beginning of the Second Intifada.  
 

● (November 5) A Palestinian member of Hamas slammed his van into pedestrians in 
multiple locations next to the Jerusalem light rail train, and then attacked people with an 

iron bar. One police officer was killed and 14 people injured, three seriously. Later in the 
day, a Palestinian terrorist driving a freight truck slammed into three soldiers nearby 

Bethlehem, wounding one seriously and two moderately.  
 

 
Where Did the Problem Start? 

 
In the 1948 War of Independence, the eastern side of Jerusalem, including the Old City, was 

captured and annexed by Jordan. In the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel liberated east Jerusalem from 
Jordan, reuniting Jerusalem by expanding the municipal boundaries to encompass both east and 

west Jerusalem. This included a Palestinian refugee camp, Shuafat, a primary source of tension 
and violence.  

 
MAP: http://lax2tlvbus404.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/map-of-israel.jpg  

 
While Jerusalem is the Israeli capital, Palestinians claim it as the future capital of the Palestinian 

state. To Israel, building within Jerusalem is a legitimate expansion of the capital city, while the 
Palestinians accuse Israel of changing the facts on the ground within Judea and Samaria - 

otherwise known as the West Bank.  
 
 
Why the Deterioration in the Security Situation? 

 
● RIOTING: Since the summer’s events, Arab riots have increasingly escalated, particularly 

in the Arab neighborhoods of Silwan, Shuafat and Isawiah. Rioters use stones, packs of 
fireworks and even Molotov cocktails and submachine guns.2 They have attacked civilians 

and police, as well as the light rail train, damaging cars and burning down the Shuafat light 
rail station.   

                                                        
1 http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Netanyahu-approves-over-1000-new-housing-units-in-east-
Jerusalem-379927 
2 http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=20241 
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Two Palestinian teens have been killed by police during riots, the most recent a Palestinian-

American rioter attempting to hurl a Molotov cocktail into highway traffic. 3  
 

● THE TEMPLE MOUNT: The ever-present tension surrounding the Temple Mount has 
reached new heights with the attempted assassination of Rabbi Yehuda Glick, an activist 

for religious freedom on the Temple Mount. The suspect in the shooting, a resident of East 
Jerusalem with ties to Islamic Jihad, was killed when he opened fire on police attempting to 

arrest him.  
 

In a bid to reduce friction in the capital, Israel suspended all access to the Temple Mount for 
one day.4 The spokesman for Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas called the 

closure tantamount to a ‘declaration of war.’  
 

In response to concerns, Netanyahu has made clear that Israel is “committed to the status quo 
for Jews, Muslims and Christians.” 

 
● INCITEMENT TO VIOLENCE: In the background, Fatah and Hamas are attempting to 

outdo one another in disseminating violent and revolutionary ideology, competing to win 
popularity with the Palestinian population in Jerusalem and the West Bank. Both 

organizations have glorified the recent terrorist attacks and incited greater violence.5 
 

What Can You Do? 
 

● Share what Jerusalem means to you. Go to www.facebook.com/StepUpforIsrael and tell us 
about your favorite experience or post a photo. #MyJerusalem 

 
● Join us for a conference call with Israel Police Foreign Press Spokesman, Micky Rosenfeld 

on Thursday, November 6th at 12:30PM EST. Click here to register. 
 

● Teachers can educate their students about Operation Protective Edge and help them 
understand the notion of moral equivalence that the media applies to Israel and Hamas 

http://stepupforisrael.com/sample-class-gaza-moral-equivelance 

                                                        
3 http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/1.622615 
4 http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Police-on-high-alert-at-Temple-Mount-after-Fatah-calls-for-
day-of-rage-380413 
5 http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=20241 
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